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President, the Senate had also been signally suc-
cessful in encroaching upon the authority of the
House. The framers of the Constitution antici-
pated for the House a masterful career like that of
the House of Commons, and they feared that the
Senate could not protect itself in the discharge of
its own functions; so, although the traditional prin-
ciple that all revenue bills should originate in the
House was taken over into the Constitution, it was
modified by the proviso that "the Senate may pro-
pose or concur with amendments as on other bills."
This right to propose amendments has been im-
proved by the Senate until the prerogative of the
House has been reduced to an empty form. Any
money bill may be made over by amendment in the
Senate, and when contests have followed the Senate
has been so successful in imposing its will upon the
House that the House has acquired the habit of
submission. Not long before the election of Cleve-
land, as has been pointed out, this habitual de-
ference of the House had enabled the Senate to
originate a voluminous tariff act in the form of
an amendment to the Internal Revenue Bill voted
by the House.

In addition to these extensions of power through,
superior address in management, the ascendancy